In the last 10-15 years in several major cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Sarajevo, Tuzla, Mostar, Banja Luka, Zenica, Travnik) were established Faculties of health studies that previously did not exist. They have outgrown most of the former High or Higher health schools for nurses. With three years curriculum in these faculties, they comply with the Bologna process (3+2). At the newly established faculties the teaching is different from teaching in medical schools and immediately raised the question of appropriate quality textbooks for the Faculty of Health Studies as textbooks for medical students does not meet the needs of students at these faculties due to the different programs.

This responsible task to write a proper dermatovenerology textbook for students of the Faculty of Health Studies accepted Professor Ljubo Simic MD, PhD and his associates Assistant professor Dubravka Simic MD, PhD and Assistant Professor Jasna Zeljko -Penavic MD, PhD. Also I wish to note that the Professor Ljubo Simic was the founder and first dean of the High Medical School in Mostar established in 2000, which was later transformed into the Faculty of Health Studies.

The book is divided into three chapters. These are:

General DermatologySpecial dermatologyVenerology

In the chapter General dermatology are described the structure and function of the skin adnex, efflorescence of the skin, as well as dermatological propedeutics and dermatological diagnosis. Further, is described the process of nursing care, nurse diagnosis, dermatological and physical therapy. In the chapter Special dermatology are described all dermatological diseases caused by viruses, bacteria, protozoa, fungi and parasites, also granulomatous, allergic, erythematosus, seborrheic skin diseases like photo dermatitis, erythematosus, squamous, vesicular and bullous skin diseases and connective tissue disorders, peripheral vascular disease, tumors of the skin dermatoses and related psychiatric diseases. Chapter Venerology described sexually transmitted diseases as: syphilis, gonorrhea, soft cankırı, Lymphogranuloma venereum, nonspecific urethritis, human papilloma virus (infection of the genitals) and genital herpes. The chapters are written logically, so that they cover the entire subject matter or that the preceding chapters serve as a basis for understanding the following chapters.

The textbook is designed for students of the Faculty of Health Studies during graduate and postgraduate studies (3+2) and students of high medical schools in cities where they still exist, but also to professionals and graduates of these faculties to work independently in the profession. The book helps healthcare professionals of this profile to provide patients a safe, competent and ethical health care in dermatovenerology.

Theme of this subject is very important and interesting. It is said that the skin is the mirror of the inner state of the organism and its disorders are manifested and reflected on the skin.

The textbook is written in a simple and transparent way, by clear, nice and medically correct style so it is easily accessible and acceptable to the readers. The book is richly illustrated with beautiful color images, which helps to better understand the text. There are 89 color images. They are associated with the text and make it whole, and are provided in clear and understandable manner. The book has a total of 166 pages. At the end of the book is given a reference list of 52 mostly foreign articles and books, but also ones written by local authors. And finally is provided a thesaurus in alphabetical order.

This textbook fully meets the requirements of scientific and educational literature for the subject Dermatovenerology at the Faculty of Health Studies, especially the one in Mostar where teaching is carried out by the Bologna process as well as for postgraduate studies at the same faculty.

Sarajevo, May 2014

Prof Mirko Grujic, MD, PhD
